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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1 (line 2) and 3 (line 2), the phrase "or the like" renders the 
claim(s) indefinite because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed 
(those encompassed by "or the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) 
unascertainable. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on ah application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

4. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hollenstein et al. (6095740). 

Hollenstein et al. disclose a method and apparatus for manufacturing a book 
block (20, fig. 1 ) for books, brochures, from printed sheets (1 , fig. 1 ) connected to each 
other at folds thereof by thread stitching (by sewing needles 22, fig. 1 ), comprising a 
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stitching device (15, fig. 1) for sewing printed sheets at the folds thereof (1,1' etc.) and 
to each other in a stitching position, and a feeding device (6, fig. 1) configured to 
interact with and so as to be movable in a direction towards the stitching device (col. 3, 
lines 53-55) for moving a printed sheet received from a conveyor (5, fig. 1) and aligned 
(positioning unit 19) in accordance with the stitching position into a stitching location 
offset at right angle, the feeding device (6) comprising an accelerating device (10, 10', 
fig. 1 ) for grasping the printed sheets (1 ) at a conveyor end of the conveyor (5) and 
aligning the printed sheets in accordance with the stitching position (positioning unit 19, 
fig. 1), the feeding device (6) comprising a front conveying section (12, stitching saddle, 
fig. 1 ) in a conveying direction of the printed sheets configured to be movable into the 
stitching location of the stitching device (15), wherein the front conveying section is 
comprised of a liftable stitching saddle (inserting unit 14, fig. 1), which meets all of the 
claimed limitations. 

Regarding claim 2, the printed sheet is supplied towards the stitching device (15) 
after the printed sheet has passed a rearward end of the feeding device (6). 

Regarding claim 4, feeding device (6) comprises an inlet section (portion 18 of 
inserting unit 14) arranged in front of the stitching unit (15). 

Regarding claims 5 and 6, stitching saddle (12) is mounted on the feeding device 
(6) so as to pivoted (positioning unit 19, col. 4, lines 43-45) by a drive about an axis 
extending parallel to the fold. 
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Regarding claims 7 and 8, the apparatus comprising a pivoting drive (positioning 
unit 19) for the stitching saddle (12) and a feeding device (6), and a control device (7, 
8). 

Regarding claims 9 and 1 1, the stitching saddle is configured to be controlled by 
control units 7 and 8. 

Regarding claim 12, the apparatus comprises a hold-down device (positioning 
stop 21 and 21'). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hemant M Desai whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
5830. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM-5: 30 PM, Mon-Thurs.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi I. Rada can be reached on (703) 308-2187. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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